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<Abstract>

Nam Yongman’s division of heaven from humans and

his perception of reality in 18th-century Korea

Cho, Sung-san

This article examines Nam Yongman’s dualistic reasoning and the
perception of reality formed by it, focusing on his Sunseung ron. The
text contains the main content of the discussion on “following heaven”
through “overcoming heaven,” implying a dualistic reasoning of heaven
and man. This article presents his argument that, through a realistic
response to heaven, we can maintain the moral order suggested by
heaven. For Nam Yongman to develop his dualistic reasoning, his
awareness of gisu (¢qi and number) formed an important background.
Nam Yongman separated humans from the realm of heaven, saying that
the change in heaven was beyond human power. His cognition of heaven
and man’s duality had a great influence on his perception of reality. This
article understands his perception of reality in two ways. First, he wanted
to emphasize the authority of the law as a very important tool for
humans to respond to nature and maintain order. His position on the
law can also be understood in this context. Second, he took the position
that Joseon had no choice but to serve the Qing Dynasty by accepting
its rule as an irresistible change in gisu. However, he wanted to have
a sense that the authenticity of Zhonghuwa (ideal Chinese culture) was

in Joseon. His contradictory stance came from the idea that Joseon’s
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Zhonghuwa legitimacy could be preserved by protecting the existence
of Joseon through serving the Qing Dynasty, just as humans could
follow heaven by overcoming heaven. In that respect, Sunseung ron

offers an important way of thinking about Nam Yongman’s thought.

Key words : Nam Yongman, Sunseung ron, reason for dividing heaven
and human, Gisu, the perception of Qing Dynasty,
Sinocentrism
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